
 

  
 
 
 
Course plan 

 

 
International Climate Change Negotiations  
(7,5 ECTS credits) 
 
 
Level: 1st cycle 
Course ID: 0242 
 
Admission requirements 
General admission requirements for university studies. The course is a freestanding course.  
 
Educational goals 
After having completed the course the students are expected to: 

• Be able to give a general account of the main history and the most important stages of the 
international climate change negotiations. 

• Understand the most important obstacles, challenges and possibilities for an international 
agreement. 

• Show a basic understanding of how the political process and scientific work are connected. 
• Demonstrate the ability to discuss the complexities and compromises of international 

environmental policy negotiations and implementation. 
 
Course content 
Why are there such great difficulties in negotiating comprehensive international agreements which 
would reduce greenhouse gas emissions sufficiently? On the issue of climate change, what has 
happened globally? How have countries’ positions changed over time, and why? During this course 
we will follow the developments of climate change negotiations in real-time; we will observe and 
evaluate developments as they happen. Students of this course will learn the history of the 
UNFCCC’s work, in an attempt to understand the complexities of negotiation and implementation. 
Some countries and groups will be examined more specifically. The interaction between political 
process and scientific research will also be investigated. 
 
 
Teaching and examination 
Instruction will be in the form of lectures and discussion seminars, mainly in Uppsala 
but also in Stockholm. Experts with knowledge and experience from both international 
environmental negotiations and science will offer guest lectures and will also be 
interviewed. 
The 
 
 
The examination consists of seminars and a written essay at the end of the course. The final paper is 
preferably to be written in English; it is, however, also permitted to write it in Swedish. 
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A compendium with selected readings will be handed to the students during the course. 
 
Reference Resources 
UNFCCC, “Climate: Get the Big Picture,” excellent reference on all substantive aspects of the 
UNFCCC negotiations.  
http://bigpicture.unfccc.int 
 
World Resources Institute Climate Analysis Indicators Tool, http://cait.wri.org. Good source of data 
on emissions and certain policy matters.  
 
Harvard Project on Climate Agreements publications, http://belfercenter.hks.harvard.edu/climate 
  
Robert Stowe blog, The Energy Collective: 
www.theenergycollective.com/posts/published/user/48655 
 
Robert Stavins, An Economic View of the Environment, blog, http://www.robertstavinsblog.org; 
searchable by key word.  
 
Center for Climate and Energy Solutions, “Climate Change 101” (series of introductory briefs), 
http://www.c2es.org/publications/climate-change-101. Somewhat dated (2011) but still useful.  
 
International Emissions Trading Association, Emissions Trading 101 Library (series of introductory 
briefs on market mechanisms and related topics), www.ieta.org/emissions-trading-101-library 
  
U.S. National Academy of Sciences and Royal Society, “Climate Change: Evidence and Causes,” 
February 27, 2014; http://nas-sites.org/americasclimatechoices/events/a-discussion-on-climate-
change-evidence-and-causes 
  
 
See also ”Kursplaner: allmänna bestämmelser” (Course plans: General rules) 
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