
 

  
 
 
 

 
                              Course plan 

 
Patristic Eco-Theology (7.5 ECTS credits) 
 
Level: 1st cycle 
Discipline: THEOLOGY (Systematic and Historical Theology) 
Course ID: 0259 
 
Admission requirements 
General admission requirements for university studies. Students taking part in the course as  
a part of their Bachelor’s degree program must have completed Course A, Introduction in 
Philosophy and Theology (30 ECTS credits). Students taking part in the course as a 
freestanding course are expected to have corresponding prior knowledge.  
 
Educational goals 
After having completed the course the students are expected to: 
 
-To learn about the genesis, development, and contemporary reception of patristic treatment of the 
nature and environment and to be able to explicate main concepts and practices patristic authors 
offered to their audiences; 
-To understand how patristic teaching on the environment is reshaping contemporary religious and 
philosophical traditions; 
-To be able to demonstrate how the decision-making is affected by the intellectual framework 
enriched by the patristic vision of the nature. 
 
 
Course content 
Since the second half of the twentieth century, Judeo-Christianity was criticized with being 
one of the main triggers for the modern ecological crisis. Hence, there has been an increasing 
interest in examining the relationship of Scripture, Church Fathers and contemporary Roman 
Catholic, Protestant, and Eastern Orthodox traditions to ecological issues facing contemporary 
society. In this course, we will discuss theories and perspectives from the biblical and 
theological traditions, with a special focus on the patristic and neopatristic sources, in order to 
build a dialogue with modern ecological issues and seek their resolution. 
 



 
Teaching and examination 
Teaching will be comprised of the classroom instruction and distance communication with 
the instructor. Examination is taken in three ways: 1. Students are expected to do assigned 
readings and to actively participate in classroom sessions (20% of the final grade); 2. To 
write two papers:  first, two pages, is a critical review of a selected patristic text; the second, 
seven pages, on the topic selected in agreement with the lecturer (15% and 30% respectively 
of the final grade); 3. The content of the entire course will be examined through a written 
exam at the end of the course (35% of the final grade). 
 
The course is taught in English.  
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