
 

  
 
 
 
Course plan 

 

 
Church History I (7,5 ECTS credits) 
 
 
Level: 1st cycle 
Discipline: THEOLOGY (Church History) 
Course ID: 0272 
 
Admission requirements 
General admission requirements for university studies. Students taking part in the course as  
a part of their Bachelor’s degree program must have completed Course A, Introduction in 
Philosophy and Theology (30 ECTS credits). Students taking part in the course as a 
freestanding course are expected to have corresponding prior knowledge.  
 
Educational goals 
After completing the course, the student is expected to: 
 
- be able to give an account of the development and spread of the Church, theological and 
institutional changes as well as its relations to the society at large up until the 16th century; 
- be able to place concepts, events and persons as well as internal and external changes in the life of 
the Church in a concrete, church historical context; 
- have acquired a general understanding of the connection between changes in the internal and the 
external life of the Church, the faith of the Church and the relation between the Church and non-
Christian religious traditions; 
- be able to exhibit a familiarity with different theoretical bases and presuppositions for the writing 
of history; 
- have acquired a basic knowledge of and skill in criticism of the sources and historical-critical 
method. 
 
Course content 
This course delves into the history of Christianity from the birth of the first Church in Jerusalem 
through the spread of the Good News within the Roman Empire, and beyond to the ”edges of the 
world” (up to the 16th century). We are going to explore the process of the formation of the 
Christian tradition and Church teaching. We will also discover the challenges and changes in the 
internal and external life of the Church from its earliest periods up to the late medieval period. In 
this context, we will discuss the primary sources based on their criticism and learn to use different 
historical methods. We will also look at persons and events that have been important for the future 
development of Christianity in different regions. Special attention will be given to understanding 
the forces which led to divisions within the Church, especially between Eastern and Western 
Christianity and the attempts to restore Church unity. For the course readings, we will use mostly 
English translations of the source texts. 
 



Teaching and examination 
Local teaching and examination 
Teaching is given by means of lectures and discussion seminars in Uppsala. 
Examination is taken in three ways:  
 
1. Assignments + class discussions (35 %) 
2. Midterm quiz (25 %) 
3. Final home-taken exam  (40 %) 
 
Partial distance with local instruction 
Instruction consists of self-study and study questions with feedback via the Internet, and 
discussions on site. 
Examination is taken in three ways:  
 
1. Assignments + class discussions (35 %) 
2. Midterm quiz (25 %) 
3. Final home-taken exam  (40 %) 
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Primary sources from the Fordham University sourcebooks: 
 
http://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/Halsall/ancient/asbook11.asp 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.html 
 
 
See also ”Kursplaner: allmänna bestämmelser” (Course plans: General rules) 
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