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Theological Ethics (7.5 ECTS credits)
Level: 1st cycle
Discipline: THEOLOGY (Systematic Theology)
Course ID: 0173

Admission requirements
General admission requirements for university studies. Students taking part in the course as
a part of their Bachelor’s degree program must have completed Course A, Introduction in
Philosophy and Theology (30 ECTS credits). Students taking part in the course as a
freestanding course are expected to have corresponding prior knowledge.

Educational goals
After having completed the course the students are expected to:
- give an overview of fundamental concepts and methods in Christian ethics;
- show that s/he understands the connection between different positions within Christian ethics and
general theological, philosophical and ethical positions;
- show the ability to critically analyse ethical positions and argue for or against these positions
in the field of Christian ethics.

Course content
Every day headlines jar us with news about profound ethical issues. All of us face moral
dilemmas. But just how do we make our moral decisions? The individualism of our culture
tells us that each person must decide for himself or herself. Some religious traditions stress
following the law. In our course, we will consider a third approach in the Christian tradition
that attempts to combine the best of both philosophical and theological perspectives. The
course treats important themes in the intersection of theology (with special attention to
Scripture), philosophical reflection, and human experience. We will also consider what is
called “virtue ethics.” Finally we will discuss topics chosen by the class, leading us to wrestle
with this question: How can we oppose evil without creating new evils and being made evil
ourselves?

Teaching and examination
Instruction will be in the form of lectures and discussion seminars including ethical “cases” that are
discussed at the seminars. Examination includes participation in the discussions during the course
as well written exams. For grades above C, an essay is also required, to be handed in at the final
meeting of the course.
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