
 

  
 
 

 
Course syllabus 

 

 
The Poetry of Gerard Manley Hopkins (7,5 ECTS credits) 
 
 
Level: 1st cycle 
Discipline: THEOLOGY (Theological Studies of Culture and Society) 
Course ID:  
 
Admission requirements 
General admission requirements for university studies. Students taking part in the course as  
a part of their Bachelor’s degree program must have completed Course A, Introduction in 
Philosophy and Theology (30 ECTS credits). Students taking part in the course as a 
freestanding course are expected to have corresponding prior knowledge.  
 
Educational goals 
After having completed the course, the student is expected to be able to: 

• Describe and critically discuss aesthetic expressions in Hopkins’s poetry 
• Analyze Hopkins’s poetry using the concepts discussed in the course 
• Demonstrate the ability to reflect on the experiential, existential, and epistemological 

concerns raised by Hopkins’s poetry 
• Independently formulate a research question and do a close reading of a chosen poem. 

 
Course content 
In this course we explore the poetry of G.M. Hopkins through the lens of the phenomenon of awe. 
We focus on how awe as an epiphanic and transformative event raises experiential, existential as 
well as epistemological concerns in relation to Hopkins’s poetry.  This will entail paying close 
attention to the ways in which formal aspects of poetic expression affect how we perceive, 
experience, and understand poetry in general and Hopkins’s poems in particular. 
 
Teaching and examination 
The course is seminar-based. The examinations consists of one written assignment (practical 
criticism using close reading, 1, 000 words), one oral presentation ( 5 minutes), and a sit-down 
exam (practical criticism using close reading of an un-seen poem, 2 hrs) 
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