Course Plan

Environmental Destruction – So what? (7,5 ECTS
credits)
Level: 1st cycle
Course code: 0299

Admission requirements
General admission requirements for university studies. The course is a freestanding course.

Educational goals
After having completed the course, students are expected to:
§ Be able to give an account of the content and aims of ethics in general and environmental
ethics in particular.
§ To see how and why ethics is relevant for both understanding and solving environmental
problems.
§ Understand the basics of some different ethical/moral theories, and how they can be
distinguished from one another.
§ Show a basic understanding of how the ethical/moral theories can be applied to real world
environmental problems in order to find solutions to them.
§ Demonstrate the ability to use the ethical tools in order to deal with environmental decisionmaking under uncertainty.

Course content
We currently face several environmental problems such as deforestation, climate change, pollution,
mass extinction, ocean acidification and desertification. However, we tend to disagree about what
we should do about them. Some people think that the environmental problems deserve all of our
attention. Others think that we should not even care about them, but instead spend our time and
money on other things. So, who is right on these matters? In order to answer this question, and the
question of what exactly we should do about the environmental problems, several ethical questions
must first be answered: (i) What is valuable in itself; only wellbeing or other things such as freedom
or life as such? (ii) For whom should these values be revered; only for humans or also for nonhuman animals or maybe entire ecosystems? And, (iii) how is this to be done; through

maximization or mere respect? These are some of the questions that we will deal with in this
course. We will look at different ethical theories that tries to answer them. We will also learn how
to apply these ethical theories to real world environmental problems in order to get action-guidance.
We will moreover discuss how the tools that environmental ethics provides can be used in order to
remove ideological obstacles in climate politics. Also, we will look at how they can be used to deal
with decision-making in cases of uncertainty.

Teaching and examination
Instruction will be in the form of lectures and discussion seminars, in Uppsala. If there is interest
among the students, we will also visit Stockholm for some relevant event.
The examination consists in a written essay at the end of the course. The final paper is preferably to
be written in English, but it is also permissible to write it in Swedish.
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