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Admission requirements

General admission requirements for university studies. Students taking part in the course as
a part of their Bachelor’s degree program must have completed Course A, Introduction in
Philosophy and Theology (30 ECTS credits). Students taking part in the course as a
freestanding course are expected to have corresponding prior knowledge.

Educational goals
After having completed the course, the students are expected to:
e give a comprehensive account of some of Christian social teaching’s central issues;
e analyze similarities and differences of main principles and their application of
Christian social teaching in the Catholic Church and in the Orthodox Churches;
¢ understand the relationship between the Christian social thought and contemporary
social challenges, and be able to analyze the relationship;
e be able to critically reflect on the social doctrine of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches
in relation to contemporary social issues such as poverty, war and peace, and the
environment.

Course content

This course provides a historical, theoretical and practical overview of the principles and themes of
Christian social teaching and social justice. On the one hand, it explores approaches of Catholic
social responsibility through the official texts from 100 years of Catholic social teaching, and on the
other hand, it compares it to the evolution of the Christian social thought within the Orthodox
theological milieux, their teaching and practice. A special attention will be paid to the contemporary
topics such as wealth and poverty, war and peace, and the question of the environmental
responsibility.

Teaching and examination

Teaching has the form of material on a digital teaching platform as well as education in a classroom
as one week of intensive education, with lectures, presentations and seminars. The examination is in
the form of a written assignment (of 4-6 pp.). The grade is basod on active participation in the
course (40 %) and on the final written assignment (60 %).
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