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Admission requirements

General admission requirements for university studies. Students taking part in the course as
a part of their Bachelor’s degree program must have completed Course A, Introduction in
Philosophy and Theology (30 ECTS credits). Students taking part in the course as a
freestanding course are expected to have corresponding prior knowledge.

Educational goals
After having completed the course the students are expected to:

e Be able to give an account of central themes in theological anthropology, ecology and
biology.

e Show an understanding of how these three areas are related, and how positions within
these fields are mutually interrelated, especially regarding the concepts of human
agency and human dependence.

e Show an ability to both discuss and independently evaluate claims within these fields
and how to integrate them, including being able to critically evaluate how positions
within one field can either find resonance or stand in conflict with positions within the
other two fields.

Course content

This course reflects theologically and philosophically on the issues of human dependence and
agency in the biological world. Many organisms shape their environment, but the degree to which
humans do so is unparalleled in the biological world, as our environmental crisis makes clear. How
did the uniquely human forms of “niche construction” evolve? What does an evolutionary
informed, as well as ecologically responsible, theological anthropology look like?

Teaching and examination

The teaching consists in lectures and seminars. Oral presentations or shorter papers in connection
with the seminars can occur as part of the teaching. Examination is in the form of two shorter
papers during the course (2—4 pages each) and a longer paper at the end of the course (5-7 pages).
The course grade is based on the final paper.
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