
 

  
 
 

 
Course syllabus 

 

 
Paul: A Second Temple Jew (7,5 ECTS credits) 
 
 
Level: 2nd cycle 
Discipline: THEOLOGY (Exegetical Theology) 
Course ID: 2020 
 
Admission requirements 
General admission requirements for university studies. 60 ECTS credits in theology or 
religious studies. At least 15 ECTS credits in Classical or Koine Greek and at least 15 ECTS 
credits in Hebrew. 
 
Educational goals 
After having completed the course the students are expected to:  

• be able to see how Paul fits into his own native Judaism, and be able to articulate how Paul 
was part of a Jewish conversation that took place in the nascent Jesus movement. 

• exhibit an understanding of how recent scholarship have sought to place Paul within his 
native Judaism and what the consequences are of doing so when reading Paul’s letters. 

• show the ability to critically evaluate Paul’s letters and how they can be read as an 
expression of ancient Judaism and evaluate the validity and credibility in how different 
strands of Pauline scholarship read Paul. 

 
 
Course content 
In this course, we will see how Paul can be read, understood, and approached as a Jew, and how he 
expressed himself in similar ways to other Jews of his time. We will study the Hebrew Bible 
background to some of the more important and interesting subjects Paul mentions in his letters (e.g. 
Torah and circumcision) and study how Paul approaches these subjects in a way that is both steeped 
in his own Judaism and that seeks to make sense of the arrival of the messiah and what that means 
for Jews and gentiles. 
 
 
Teaching and examination 
Teaching is conducted in the form of individual tutorials. Examination is in the form of a final essay 
of 10–12 pages. The grade of the course is given by the grade of the essay. 
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