
 

  
 
 

 
Course syllabus 

 

 
The Bible in Literature (7,5 ECTS credits) 
 
 
Level: 1st cycle 
Discipline: THEOLOGY (Theological Studies in Culture and Society) 
Course ID: 0403 
 
Admission requirements 
General admission requirements for university studies. Students taking part in the course as  
a part of their Bachelor’s degree program must have completed Course A, Introduction in 
Philosophy and Theology (30 ECTS credits). Students taking part in the course as a 
freestanding course are expected to have corresponding prior knowledge.  
 
Educational goals 
After having completed the course the students are expected to:  

• Appreciate and detail hypotheses on the literary qualities of the Bible. 
• Consider the importance of orality within a written tradition. 
• Recognize the value of narrative transmission and the cultural model provided by biblical 

narratives within Classical, Jewish and Christian worldviews. 
• Understand concepts such as metaphor, parable, rewritten and respoken Bible, and be able to 

recognize their application in literature across the ages. 
• Develop skills for the analysis of literary texts and be able to account for the narrative 

technique of different biblical episodes. 
 
 
Course content 
The Bible, composed of different narrative strands and genres, competed with and eventually 
overtook Homeric epics as basic inspiration for the shape and expression of Western culture. By 
approaching the intertextual role of the Bible in literature through several different works and from 
different theoretical perspectives, this course offers a deeper understanding both of biblical 
narrative and of the culture it has informed. Though the course is basically in English, readings 
(where applicable) and assignments can be done in Swedish. 
 
 
Teaching and examination 
Preparation for the two on-site seminars is done through the Moodle platform where readings and 
topics are divided in weekly assignments; there will be two shorter marked assignments counting 
for 20% of the final mark. Active participation in discussion at the on-site seminars is obligatory 
and counts for 30% of the final mark. One longer PM (7-8, A-4 sides) on a topic chosen in 
collaboration with the teacher and sent through the Urkund at the end of the course will count for 
the remaining 50%. 
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